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I-DEAS Licensing Needs

Had a discussion with our UGS account representative, 
Paul Granada, while he was here last month about our need for 
additional MasterModeler licenses.

His stance was that UGS does not allow license swapping 
among different I-DEAS modules.  However, he would be willing to 
give discounts on new license purchases if we canceled 
maintenance on some of our licenses.

He finally got back to me a couple of weeks later and 
wanted to know how many seats of what licenses we wanted to 
trade in.  I didn’t yet have an answer. So, I told him that I’d get back 
to him with an exact number after  consulting with the CAD Tools
Committee.

Today, I sent him an email asking him about the discount 
and asking him to reiterate the UGS position on swapping licenses.



I-DEAS Licensing Needs
Here is his response:
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Product

Descript

ion Lic Exp Lic Type Users

Remove Add New Count

ME&S 1st Year Module Cost

A001 

Core 

Master 

Modeler 2005-09-30 ELO 24

3

1,140.00$ 3,420.00$    7,600.00$     22,800.00$ 

A002 

Core 

Drafting 2005-09-30 ELO 116

-20

600.00$    (12,000.00)$ 

A172 

Mechanis

m Design 2005-09-30 ELO 19

-14

750.00$    (10,500.00)$ 

(19,080.00)$ 22,800.00$ 

3,720.00$     

List SW List ME&S

A001 $8,000 1200 5% Software Discount Applied

5% ME&S Discount Applied

3 3

1st year ME&S

$24,000 $3,600 Software Cost

Discount 5% 5%

Net $22,800.00 $3,420.00

Upon UGS discussion, review and approval we will send quote to Fermilab for 3 A001 at a cost of $22,800 software, $3420.00 1st years' ME&S

We will also discountinue ME&S on 20 A002 and 14 A172
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New Incremental 2006 Cost



License Tracking
Master Modeler License (24 Total)
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License Tracking
Master Assembly Licenses (20 Total)
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License Tracking
Drafting Licenses (116 Total)
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License Tracking
Mechanism Design (19 Total)
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License Tracking
FEM Licenses (8 Total)
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License Tracking
Surfacing Licenses (20 Total)
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Unified I-DEAS Framework

TD User ADMS User

Generic Script

TD TDM

ADMS TDM

TC ENGFERMI TDM

TC ENT

PPD TDM

ADCS TDM

ADCS User PPD User

The Goal: Get everyone to use the same scripts & logic



Unified I-DEAS Framework

I-DEAS Shortcut for 
FERMI TDM

Calls short script to:

set TEAM_ID=FERMI

Call generic script

Generic 
Startup Script

FERMI Env TD EnvADCS Env ADMS EnvPPD Env

TCENG Env TCENT Env

I-DEAS Shortcut for 
TD TDM

I-DEAS Shortcut for 
TCENG TDM

Calls short script to:

set TEAM_ID=FERMI

Call generic script

Calls short script to:

set TEAM_ID=FERMI

Call generic script

Generic script directs access to 
via the TEAM_ID variable

Shortcuts & Scripts



Unified I-DEAS Framework

Controlling the Environment: How the “varbs” structure works

Start I-DEAS

Calls Local 
Varbs

Calls Global 
Varbs

Calls Team 
varbs

Order of precedence:

1) Team varbs

2) Global varbs

3) Local varbs

Calls Group/Node 
varbs (Optional)

OR



Unified I-DEAS Framework

I-DEAS_generic.cmd

C:\ideas\i11\bin\setup_varbs.cmd

I:\..\common_varbs.cmd

I:\..\%TEAM_ID%_varbs.cmd

TEAM_ID:
FERMI TD

Group specific settings

Global settings

Local PC settings

Set TEAM_ID=ADCS

Putting it all together



Unified I-DEAS Framework

startup scripts

drafting defaults

plotting defaults

TDM reports 

dmadmin/miadmin scripts

Location of team varbs file 
and all other team items

Location of global varbs file, 
userprof_global.prg, and all other 
common items

File Structure



Unified I-DEAS Framework
Installation

README file will contain instructions on how to 
install I-DEAS.

Quick Guide:

1) Install I-DEAS using silent install script(s).

2) Run Post Install Tasks script

a) Copies a custom varbs.cmd

b) Copies a userprof.prg (see next slide)

c) Patches MyDomain.cfg

d) Deletes I-DEAS 11 shortcut folder

3) Run Setup_<TEAM_ID>_IDEAS11 script

a) Copies shortcuts to Start Menu

b) Maps drive letters

c) Creates User & Scratch directories



Unified I-DEAS Framework
User Profiles

In local ‘%SDRC_INSTL%\ideas’ directory,

In global 
location,

Advantage:

Provides a method for administrator to 
change default settings for new model files.  
Examples include changing the Annotation or 
Sheet Metal defaults.

calls



Advantages

• Provides a flexible framework for a unified CAD environment.

Changes can be quickly & easily applied to everyone or per group by 
moving entries between a global and team varbs file.

• Lower maintenance

Reduces human error & improves troubleshooting by greatly limiting the 
amount of code to manage (~11 times less for just the startup scripts)

Changes can be quickly & easily… See above.

• Uses same logic that UGS had intended

Reduces the number of custom startup scripts required.

All of their products that connect to I-DEAS use the logic of calling a local 
varbs file.  Deviating from this will require additional custom scripts to 
accommodate them as well.

Unified I-DEAS Framework



Unified I-DEAS Framework
General CAD Environment Requirements

1) I-DEAS 11 install path to be:   C:\ideas\i11

New install scripts use this assumption, and so will all 
future scripts for both I-DEAS and Teamcenter.

2) Must have plenty of disk space (on C:\) to 
accommodate I-DEAS & Teamcenter in addition to 
model files and scratch space.  Currently sums to about 
4 Gigabytes not including model files, scratch, & swap 
space.


