Abstract

The German manufacturer of printing presses Koenig & Bauer AG (KBA), the world’s third-largest manufacturer of printing press machinery, started to use the 3D-CAD system Unigraphics in 1999. Today all of its press components are exclusively designed and developed in 3D-CAD. The 3D search engine Geolus Search (formerly known as Geolus Shape) has been used at KBA already since 2005.

Using the 3D search engine is particularly useful if various departments have to agree on appearance, features, manufacturing feasibility and costs already in a very early stage of the design process. In combination with the 3D-Viewer Vis Mockup the Geolus portal then serves as a kind of a “window” looking on to the current stage of design development.

At KBA the Geolus portal is not primarily intended to be used in the design departments but first of all in downstream departments, such as purchasing, production planning, assembly planning and spare parts service.

These departments can now influence the design process much better – just what we want.

In case of new designs, for example, the purchasing agents can search for parts of geometric similarity and use the design-related and commercial information of found similar parts as a basis for new price negotiations with the respective suppliers.

Geolus Search has been tailor-made to KBA’s needs and requirements. How, that is the intention of this lecture to reveal.

